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Bartow, FL -- The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) issued its monthly update to the 
citrus crop forecast today, revising the estimate for this season’s citrus crop in Florida. The 
federal agency estimates production to be 40.7 million boxes of oranges this season, a 
half million box increase since last month’s prediction of 40.2 million boxes. 
“This month’s forecast of 40.7 million marks the second consecutive month of improvement 
this season. While the gains may seem incremental, any increase is a positive,” said Matt 
Joyner, CEO at Florida Citrus Mutual. "With support from leadership, research and a little 
more time, I’m confident we’ll come back stronger than ever.”

 

This year’s production levels are roughly half of what they were just two years ago, and 
represent 20% of the crop produced during the 2007-08 harvest season, a peak in recent 
history. 

This week, Governor Ron DeSantis signed SB 1000 into law. This legislation will give growers 
the flexibility to apply much-needed nutrients to citrus trees suffering from greening.  

On June 2, the Governor signed the state's Freedom First budget for Fiscal Year 2022-2023. 
The budget provides more than $37 million in support for Florida’s iconic citrus industry, 
including: 

• $8 million for basic and applied research through CRDF and the CRAFT 
Foundation 

• $17 million for Florida Department of Citrus Marketing Programs 
• $6.2 million for the Citrus Health Response Program 
• $2 million for the Citrus Inspection Trust Fund 
• $3 million for the expedited propagation of potential greening resistant and 

tolerant varieties such as the Donaldson 
• $1 million for new varieties development 

mailto:amanda@redhillsstrategies.com
https://floridacitrusmutual.cmail19.com/t/j-l-vmqdy-drijyulrdd-r/


Founded in 1948 and currently representing nearly 2,500 grower members, Florida Citrus Mutual 
is the state's largest citrus grower organization. The Florida citrus industry creates a $6.8 billion 
annual economic impact, employing more than 33,000 people, and covering more than 400,000 
acres. For more information, visit www.flcitrusmutual.com. 
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