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This past Wednesday, September 28, we all watched as Hurricane Ian made landfall 
in southwest Florida before slowly moving northeast, leaving a path of destruction 
and devastation in its wake. Many of our largest citrus producing counties, including 
DeSoto, Hardee, Highlands and Polk, saw significant impacts from the storm; both 
from the expected winds and the unexpected, unprecedented water levels. Accord-
ing to UF/IFAS nearly 375,000 of the roughly 400,000 acres of Florida citrus were in 
the path of this storm. 

Once the storm had moved through, the staff at Florida Citrus Mutual got to work 
checking in on growers and were relieved to find that while there is, no doubt, wide-
spread damage it appears that all of our friends and families made it through safely. 

Since Thursday, our staff has been busy meeting in-person and over the phone with 
local, state and federal officials; fielding media inquiries; and figuring out how we 
can best serve our grower members. 

With short-term action in mind, we have made the decision to move forward with 
our scheduled luncheon at Putnam Ranch on Wednesday, October 12. While the 
luncheon was initially intended to kick off the season with the USDA Crop Forecast 
announcement, we will now be pivoting our focus to provide a number of resources 
to growers in an effort to assist in the recovery process. Representatives from the 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), 
crop insurance agencies, and other organizations will be on hand to share informa-
tion on available programs, answer questions and provide assistance to growers. 

More long-term, we are working to collect damage data that will be critical when 
working with legislators and policymakers on potential recovery assistance pack-
ages. We ask that if your groves were impacted by Hurricane Ian, you take just a 
few moments to complete the Damage Assessment Survey (https://www.survey-
monkey.com/r/S7CVFQL). All of your individual information will be kept confidential, 
only aggregate numbers and percentages will be shared. 

We know that this road to recovery is going to be a long, tough one. We also know 
that Florida citrus growers are no strangers to challeng-
es. Our history is rife with hurricanes, freezes, pests, and 
diseases. But as the saying goes, adversity breeds tough-
ness. We will once again call on that strength to continue 
to move forward as an industry, producing the oranges 
Florida is known for.

In the meantime, if there is any way that Florida 
Citrus Mutual can be of assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Calling on Strength to Move Forward 
from Impacts of Hurricane Ian
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I have crop and tree damage from the hurricane, whom should I call to report damage?  
Insurance - If you have crop insurance for either tree or fruit coverage, you must notify your agent that 
you are reporting a claim. 
Federal Assistance - All growers should also notify the Farm Service Agency that serves their county that 
they wish to report damage (see contact list on pages 6-7). 
Please notify both your insurance agent and FSA as soon as possible. 
What should I do with the dropped fruit and fallen trees? 
You should not do any work on your grove until an insurance adjuster has had time to see and calculate 
the damage.  For example, the fruit insurance program requires that the fruit on the ground be counted 
to be able to calculate loss.  Similarly, the tree insurance program requires an adjuster to walk the grove 
to make a determination of the percent of damage. 
Will adjusters assist me with my claims? 
Yes.  The insurance adjusters and agents are well versed in the programs and part of the service they pro-
vide is to assist with claim filing. 
How long will it take the adjustor to visit my grove? 
We have reports that adjusters are already making field visits, so we expect the service you receive to be 
provided as quickly as possible. However, please keep in mind the extent of damage across the state and 
be patient. 
Will there be disaster assistance available? 
Mutual has already begun discussions with state and federal officials to determine the types of assistance 
that may be able to be provided. We will keep you informed about the progress of assistance via our 
newsletter, The Triangle, and our website, www.flcitrusmutual.com.   
Do I need to file paperwork? 
In anticipation of some form of disaster assistance, growers should notify the county Farm Service Agen-
cy (FSA) that they have been damaged by the storm and complete any paperwork the FSA recommends. 
Florida Citrus Mutual also asks all growers to complete the Damage Assessment Survey as soon as pos-
sible to assist in calculating industry-wide impact of Hurricane Ian. The survey can be found at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/S7CVFQL.

The USDA Hurricane Preparation and Recovery Citrus Producers Guide 
focuses on damage evaluation to assist with recovery; horticultural 
recovery efforts to put the trees back into production; and more. It 
offers guidance for steps to be taken immediately after the hurricane 
has passed, within a week following hurricane impacts, and within a 
month after hurricane impacts. 
Recovery guidance can be found on Section Four of the Guide. 

USDA Offers Hurricane Recovery Guide

Quick Questions Related to Next Steps for Reporting Damage

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi8s7-C9MT6AhUISzABHUmvBboQFnoECBsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCitrus%2520Producers%2520Guide_SE_1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1oSFZefAdz3pzYIVXob9BF
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Effective Date: September 24, 2022 
From: Paul L. Clark, Statewide Scale Operations Manager 

ENFORCEMENT BULLETIN 2022-002 
EMERGENCY ROAD USE PERMIT LETTER  

SUPPORTING EXECUTIVE ORDER 22-218 and EXECUTIVE ORDER 22-219 
CLARIFICATION 

Background: 

Executive Order 22-218 and Executive Order 22-219 authorized the Department of 
Transportation to relieve the size and weight restrictions for divisible loads on any 
vehicles transporting emergency equipment, services, supplies, and agricultural food 
commodities and citrus in excess of the normal restrictions on weight, height, length, and 
width for such vehicles. 

Pursuant to this authority, the Florida Department of Transportation issued an Emergency Road 
Use Permit letter to permit the movement of divisible loads on any vehicles transporting 
emergency equipment, services, supplies, and agricultural food commodities and citrus in 
excess of the normal restrictions on weight, height, length and width. 

Guidance for Law Enforcement: 

The following agricultural food commodities and citrus have been identified by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture and approved by the Secretary of Transportation as covered by the 
Emergency Road Use Permit letter: 

• Cattle, 
• Citrus, 
• Eggs and Egg products, 
• Milk and Milk Products, 
• Nursery Products.  
 

End of Bulletin 
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The following are some of the programs available to produc-
ers to assist in recovery after a natural disaster. To apply for 
assistance, contact your local FSA office (see attached list) or 
you may contact the state FSA office at (352) 379-4500, Fax 
(833) 881-9156.

Emergency Farm Loans
When a tornado, flood, or drought strikes, or a quarantine is 
imposed by the Secretary of Agriculture, or when other natu-
ral disasters occur, FSA’s Emergency loan program is there to 
help eligible farmers and ranchers rebuild and recover from 
sustained losses.

The Emergency loan program is triggered when a natural di-
saster is designated by the Secretary of Agriculture or a natu-
ral disaster or emergency is declared by the President under 
the Stafford Act. These loans help producers who suffer quali-
fying farm related losses directly caused by the disaster in a 
county declared or designated as a primary disaster or quar-
antine area. Also, farmers located in counties that are con-
tiguous to the declared, designated, or quarantined area may 
qualify for Emergency loans.

For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a 
designated or contiguous county is required. Losses to qual-
ity, such as receiving a 30% reduced price for flood damaged 
crops, may be eligible for assistance, too.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/us-
dafiles/FactSheets/2019/emergency-loan-program.pdf

Disaster Set-Aside Program
The Disaster Set-Aside Program provides producers who have 
existing direct loans with FSA who are unable to make the 
scheduled payments to move up to one full year’s payment 
to the end of the loan.  Assistance is available in counties, or 
contiguous counties, who have been designated as emergen-
cies by the President, Secretary or FSA Administrator.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/us-
dafiles/FactSheets/2019/disaster-set-aside-program-fact-
sheet-19.pdf

Emergency Conservation Program
The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) helps farmers 
and ranchers repair damage to farmlands caused by natural 
disasters and put in place methods for water conservation 
during severe drought. The ECP does this through funding and 
technical assistance.

FSA county committees determine land eligibility based on 
on-site inspections of damaged land and the type and extent 
of damage. Eligible land includes land used for commercial 
farming, ranching and orchard operations; growing nursery 
stock and Christmas tree plantations; grazing for commercial 
livestock production; and conservation structures such as, wa-
terways, terraces, diversions and windbreaks.

To rehabilitate farmland, ECP participants may implement 
emergency conservation practices, such as:

• Removing debris from farmland (cleanup of wind- or 
waterdeposited debris, such as woody material, sand, 
rock and trash on cropland or pastureland);

• Grading, shaping or leveling land (filling gullies, relevel-
ing irrigated farmland and incorporating sand and silt);

• Restoring fences (livestock cross fences, boundary fenc-
es, cattle gates, or wildlife exclusion fence on agricul-
tural land);

• Restoring conservation structures (waterways, terraces, 
diversion ditches and permanently installed ditching 
system); and

• Providing emergency water during periods of severe 
drought (grazing and confined livestock and existing ir-
rigation systems for orchards and vineyards).

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/us-
dafiles/FactSheets/emergency-conservation-program-ecp-
fact_sheet.pdf

Tree Assistance Program (TAP)
The Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides financial assis-
tance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers to re-
plant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes, and vines lost by 
natural disasters. To qualify for TAP, eligible orchardists and 
nursery tree growers must have suffered a qualifying tree, 
bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality for the 
stand (adjusted for normal mortality) due to an eligible natu-
ral disaster; have owned the eligible trees, bushes and vines 
when the natural disaster occurred, but eligible growers are 
not required to own the land on which owned eligible trees, 
bushes and vines are planted; and replace eligible trees, bush-
es and vines within 12 months from the date the TAP applica-
tion is approved.

For tree, bush, or vine replacement, replanting and/or reha-
bilitation, the payment calculation is the lesser of the follow-
ing:

• 65 percent of the actual cost of replanting, in excess of 
15 percent mortality (adjusted for normal mortality), 
and, where applicable, 50 percent of the actual cost of 
rehabilitation, in excess of 15 percent damage or mor-
tality (adjusted for normal tree damage and normal 
mortality); or

• The maximum eligible amount established for the prac-
tice by FSA

For losses that occurred on or after January 1, 2017, there is 
no payment limitation for TAP. In applying the limitation on 
average adjusted gross income (AGI), a person or legal entity 
is ineligible for payment under TAP if the AGI of the person or 
legal entity for the relevant tax years exceeds $900,000.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/
FactSheets/tree_assistance_program-tap-fact_sheet.pdf

Federal Disaster Assistance Programs Available to Assist Growers
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County Agency Office/Address Contact Person Phone 
Brevard Osceola County Farm Service Agency 

1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Craig Stokes 407-847-4201 
 

Charlotte Lee County Farm Service Agency 
3434 Hancock Bridge Pkwy 
Ft. Myers, FL 33903 

Steven Hill 239-997-7331 

Collier Lee County Farm Service Agency 
3434 Hancock Bridge Pkwy 
Ft. Myers, FL 33903 

Steven Hill 239-997-7331 

DeSoto Hardee County Farm Service Agency 
316 N. 7th Avenue 
Wauchula, FL 33873 

Kaylee 
Brummlett 

863-773-4764 

Glades Glades/Hendry County Farm Service 
Agency 
24704 US Hwy 27 
Moore Haven, FL 33471 

Steven Hill 863-946-1031 

Hardee Hardee County Farm Service Agency 
316 N. 7th Avenue 
Wauchula, FL 33873 

Kaylee 
Brummlett 

863-773-4764 

Hendry Glades/Hendry County Farm Service 
Agency 
24704 US Hwy 27 
Moore Haven, FL 33471 

Steven Hill 863-946-1031 

Highlands Okeechobee County Farm Service Agency 
450 US Highway 98N 
Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Jenny Hoover 863-763-3345 

Hillsborough Hillsborough County Farm Service Agency  
201 S. Collins Street, Suite 201 
Plant City, FL 33563 

Marcinda Kester 813-752-1474 

Indian River St Lucie County Farm Service Agency 
8400 Picos Road 
Fort Pierce, FL 34945 

Jenny Hoover 772-461-4546 

Lake Lake County Farm Service Agency 
1725 David Walker Drive 
Tavares, FL 32778 

Craig Stokes 352-742-7005 

Lee Lee County Farm Service Agency 
3434 Hancock Bridge Pkwy 
Ft. Myers, FL 33903 

Steven Hill 239-997-7331 

Manatee Hardee County Farm Service Agency 
316 N. 7th Avenue 
Wauchula, FL 33873 

Kaylee 
Brummlett 

863-773-4764 

    (Please see additional counties listed on page 7)

County USDA Farm Service Agency Offices



Okeechobee Okeechobee County Farm Service Agency 
450 US Highway 98N 
Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Jenny Hoover 863-763-3345 

Orange Lake County Farm Service Agency 
1725 David Walker Drive 
Tavares, FL 32778 

Craig Stokes 352-742-7005 

Osceola Osceola County Farm Service Agency 
1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Craig Stokes 407-847-4201 
 

Pasco Hernando County Farm Service Agency 
17030 Ayers Road 
Brooksville, FL 34604 

Laura Langford 352-277-3761 

Polk Polk County Farm Service Agency  
1700 Hwy 17 South, Suite 1 
Bartow, FL 33830 

Marcinda Kester 863-533-2051 

St. Lucie St Lucie County Farm Service Agency 
8400 Picos Road 
Fort Pierce, FL 34945 

Jenny Hoover 772-461-4546 

Sarasota Hardee County Farm Service Agency 
316 N. 7th Avenue 
Wauchula, FL 33873 

Kaylee 
Brummlett 

863-773-4764 

Seminole Volusia County Farm Service Agency 
101 Heavensgate Rd 
Deland, FL 32720 

Suzie Benka 386-985-4037 

Volusia Volusia County Farm Service Agency 
101 Heavensgate Rd 
Deland, FL 32720 

Suzie Benka 386-985-4037 

 

(Additional counties continued from page 6)

All of the resources 
included in this 

edition of the Triangle 
can also be found on 

Florida Citrus Mutual’s 
website at 

flcitrusmutual.com/
hurricaneian
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